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Driving
an Icon

Is there a more beautiful car than the new 
Range Rover Velar to tour Singapore in? 

We highly doubt it.

By Charley Larcombe

Photography courtesy of Range Rover, Singapore Tourism & by Charley 
Larcombe. With thanks to Singapore Polo Club

It is teeming down. It is one of those 
monsoon-style downpours which you pray 
don’t happen when you’re waiting for a 

cab on Sentosa or walking with your designer 
shopping down Orchard Road. It is relentless with 
no break in the cloud to offer any hope that this 
will simply be a flash burst of drizzle to take the 
humidity down a couple of degrees. No, this is 
here for a while. 

Fortunately, we are cocooned in a brand-new 
Range Rover Velar.

Fitting snugly between the Evoque and the 
Sport, the Range Rover Velar is an SUV pretty 
enough for the city streets but still has enough 
poke to use in an off-road capacity… not that 
there’s much cause for that in Singapore.

I have been joined by restaurateur and COO 
of some of Singapore’s must-get tables, Rajeev 
Panjawani to take the Velar for a bit of a road 
trip around the city-state. We’re playing tourist 
in our own backyard, appreciating the varying 
architecture from the Peranakan tiles of Joo Chiat, 
to the steel and glass scrapers of the CBD; from 
the emerald field at Singapore Polo Club, to the 
island revelry of Sentosa. 
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The extraordinary pastel colours of the Peranakan houses off Joo Chiat 
are iconic and the perfect antidote to a city always striving for the new.

The city scape of Singapore spreads out ahead showcasing some of the 
landmarks like the Marina Bay Sands and the financial hub.

Revel in the colours of the backstreets of Singapore’s old town; where 
peacock blues and greens lay against icing-sugar pinks and yellows. 

Every angle, both interior and exterior shows the stunning design of this 
latest addition to the Range Rover stable. 

“The car has enough punch for city conditions and responds well when 
pushed,” says Rajeev Panjawani, COO

Navigating the roads of Singapore’s different areas is simple in the Range 
Rover Velar – from the tight areas of Haji Lane, to the main thoroughfare 
of Orchard Road; the suburbs of the HDBs to island life on the beach.

Escape city life by kicking back on Sentosa whether heading to a Sunday 
brunch or an afternoon spent on the beach. 

This all-new medium SUV looks equally at home on the polo pitch as it 
does on the streets of Singapore. 
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Rajeev and I are talking about his current 
projects – discussing the menus at Coriander Leaf, 
the developments at the Screening Room and the 
cocktails at CatchFly – whilst putting the Velar 
through her paces. 

“I have always viewed Range Rover as a 
rugged, off-road vehicle,” muses Rajeev as we 
crawl through the topsy-turvy streets of Little 
India and Haji Lane. “However, the Velar has so 
much more of an urban design with its elegant 
lines. Folks that have seen the car say are 
surprised with the new design and its really grown 
on them.

“The interior is luxurious with great additions, 
such as the two-touchscreen dashboard, which 
is fabulous. The rotary gear selector works really 
well too. The door handles pop out when entering 
the car which is a neat feature and the guide light 
with the car silhouette is so slick!”

I agree, the design of the Velar is exactly that; 
slick. It’s what everyone is talking about. From the 
first impressions to the little touches. 

The exterior is all tight lines and smooth 
edges. it’s like a lean, prepped-for-its-maiden-
sprint racehorse and, just like a coiled spring, it’s 
muscles flex beneath the taut bodywork. There 
is a reason why all the major automotive journos 
are extoling the aesthetic virtues of this car; it’s 
not just a well-designed SUV, it’s a supremely 
designed car full stop. It looks seriously good as 
we meander through traffic on Orchard Road; just 
as glossy as a Gucci handbag and as iconic as a 

Louis Vuitton logo. Who needs a sports car? Plus, 
at our slightly elevated height we can actually spot 
the gaps to nip through and catch that green light, 
or nab that last parking space.

Once we’ve both stopped singing the praises 
of the Velar’s exterior, we then make our way past 
the edges of the Botanic Gardens, to pop up to the 
Singapore Polo Club. Fortunately, the looks of this 
car don’t get in the way of its functionality with 
ample seating and most importantly boot space. 
There’s room for your polo sticks, boots, hat, your 
clean whites and the ones that need a wash. 

The back seats are a little tight; although still 
comfortable and ideal for the kids. Most of the 
space though is saved up front for the driver and 
their co-pilot – perfect for our day in the car. 

As Rajeev mentioned, the interior is indeed 
luxurious and heavy on the tech-of-the-future. 
The two-touchscreens are a fabulous addition 
and lend themselves easily to the overall sparse 
and clean interior décor. The dash may be 
sparsely ornamented, but it is all wrapped in the 
luxury that you would expect from Range Rover 
with sumptuous leather, metal and wood with a 
monochrome grain. 

Next up on our day trip on the roads of 
Singapore, is a drive over to Sentosa for lunch 
and to talk about how the Velar actually 
handles; she may look pretty but how does she 
ddddrrriiivvveeee? We have taken the 2.0litre petrol 
out of the showroom, which gives us a top speed of 
217 km/h and an acceleration 0-100km/h in 6.7secs 

paired with an automatic, 8-speed paddle shift 
gearbox. 

Normal mode is pretty ideal for Singapore 
down to the adaptively damped suspension, but 
you can switch up to the dynamic setting if you 
wished. “The car has enough of a punch for city 
conditions and responds well when pushed,” says 
Rajeev. The Velar eats up the roads, navigates 
any of the usual urban disturbances and handles 
brilliantly when the rain comes down and slakes 
the highways. 

Driving at such a height, and in the glassy, 
open-plan ambience of the Velar, you can really 
admire the view – albeit better when the heavens 
haven’t opened – whilst feeling reassuringly safe 
because, well, you’re in the might of a Range 
Rover. 

(Incidentally, just have a quick Google of how 
the Velar has stood up to off-road tests. We didn’t 
get the opportunity, but it’s safe to say, that this 
car hasn’t forgotten its more agricultural roots).

We may have spent the day ticking off the 
architectural wonders and tourist hotspots of 
the Lion City, but we’ve definitely been in the 
presence of an icon throughout the drive. Just as 
the Marina Bay Sands has become synonymous 
with the new city scape, instantly recognisable 
throughout the world, so too does this fresh, sexy 
look from Range Rover. The Range Rover Velar 
isn’t just a pimped version hashed from its more 
brutish siblings; this stands apart and its own 
glory. 
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